OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
WESTERN DISTRICT OF MISSOURI

TODD P. GRAVES

Contact Don Ledford, Public Affairs ® (816) 426-4220 ® 400 East Ninth Street, Room 5510 ® Kansas City, MO 64106
www.usdoj.gov/usao/mow

NOVEMBER 9, 2004
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MEXICAN NATIONAL SENTENCED FOR
TRANSPORTING ILLEGAL ALIENS

SPRINGFIELD, Mo. — Todd P. Graves, United States Attorney for the Western District
of Missouri, announced that a Mexican national was sentenced in federal court today for
transporting illegal aliens within the United States.

Miricio Mendoza-Butron, 25, of Mexico, was sentenced by U.S. Chief District Judge
Dean Whipple this morning to one year and six months in federal prison without parole.

On Aug. 9, 2004, Medoza-Butron pleaded guilty to transporting illegal aliens within the
United States. Mendoza-Butron admitted that he transported 14 illegal aliens within the United
States in a motor vehicle on Feb. 24, 2004, in Greene County, Mo.

Mendoza-Butron was transporting the illegal aliens in a GMC seven-passenger van that
had an Arizona license plate, Graves said. The only seats in the van were the driver’s and front
passenger’s seats. Thirteen of the aliens were riding lying or sitting on the floor of the van
without seat belts, Graves said. Mendoza-Butron picked up his passengers in Phoenix, Ariz., on
Feb. 22,2004, and was transporting them to Pennsylvania where the passengers hoped to obtain
work. Mendoza-Butron drove the van the entire trip, and each passenger was expected to pay
Mendoza-Butron $500 for transportation to Pennsylvania. The passengers had not left the van
during the trip, and urinated into a plastic gallon jug during the trip, Graves added.

The passengers had entered the United States illegally earlier in February by walking
across Mexico’s border with the United States and traveling to Phoenix.

Mendoza-Butron was originally charged in an indictment returned by a federal grand
jury on Feb. 26, 2004, in Springfield.

This case was prosecuted by Assistant U.S. Attorney Douglas C. Bunch. It was



investigated by the Bureau of Immigration and Customs Enforcement and the Missouri State
Highway Patrol.

This news release, as well as additional information about the office of the United States
Attorney for the Western District of Missouri, is available on-line at

www.usdoj.gov/usao/mow



